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MONDAY MORNING 
Authentic God 

 
• How would you answer someone who stated that “God is not a reality but a man-

made concept”? 
• If God doesn’t exist what are the implications for you personally? 
• If God does exist, what are the implications for you personally and what is He 

like?  
 
Read John 1 v 1 and John 1 v 14 

• What does this tell us about the disciple John’s response to the realisation that 
God was standing in front of him? 

• Did John concoct this concept of God? Why? 
 
Read Exodus 32 v 1-6 

• Previous to this passage Israel was living in Egypt oppressed by the Egyptians. 
Briefly describe their situation and living conditions. 

• Between Israel being in Egypt and the passage we read, what had the Israelites 
experienced of God. Some clues are in: 

• Exodus chapter 8 to chapter 11 
• Exodus chapter 14 
• Exodus 16 v 13-15 
• Exodus 17 v 6 

 
• How had these experiences affected their knowledge and trust of God? Were 

they closer or more far away in terms of relationship with God? Give your 
reasons. 
 

• Can you give reasons why you think the Israelites requested Aaron to make a 
god? 

 
• Can you list the differences between the God they had experienced coming out 

of Egypt and the golden calf? 
 

• Why do you think that they chose a god with such stark differences? 
 



YOUTH TENT 2021 
#Authenticity 

 Page 2 

• Since the bible is a very good narrative of human nature, what gods do you think 
we create in our 21st century world. Provide a list to say which ones you have 
experienced or are currently experiencing.  
 

• How do you think these gods affect the way we live? 
 

• What was God’s plan for the Israelites immediately after coming out of Egypt?; 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 2 v 9 
• In the passage above it talks about “…things God has prepared…”. Just as 

Gods plan for the Israelites coming out of Egypt was spoiled by them choosing 
other gods, do you think that getting involved in other gods affects Gods real 
plan for your life? Why do you think this? 
 

The Israelites never really trusted or knew the God who had dealt so dramatically and 
responsibly with them. We as human beings long for things like: 

• belonging to someone,  
• purpose 
• being known by someone 

Can you think of others? Make a list. 
 
Read 1 Peter 2 v 9 
This passage is to Christians who were scattered over a wide area of the middle east. 
Peter is reminding them that as they continue to follow Christ they ‘have’ and ‘are’ 
certain things. 
 
Can you list these from the passage and see if they correlate to the previous list you 
made above? 
 
Do you know Jesus Christ as Lord in your own life so that the effects of this mean that 
you are not looking for affirmation or fulfilment in other gods. 
 
Note that Peter is saying that God is calling you out of darkness to show mercy. If you 
do not know a freedom from other gods, Jesus calls you out of darkness now and wants 
to extend mercy to you now. 
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TUESDAY MORNING 
Authentic You 

 
Definition of authentic – “something that is real, genuine, not a fake”. 
 
Brand quiz … take a look at the following part pictures and work out what the brand is! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
How can you tell if a brand is genuine or a knock off? 
 
Read Genesis Genesis 3 v 6-11. 
What happened to Adam and eve after they had sinned? v 7 
 
What was their solution to the problem? v 7 
 
Sin in the human heart causes people to want to hide from each other. Adam and eve 
sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves so they couldn’t be seen for what they 
really were. 
 
In some ways the fig leaves represent ways in which we hide ourselves from each other. 
What are some of the ways people hide themselves from other people? 
 
Adam and eve could still see each other even though they were now covered up. But 
what happened when they heard God walking in the Garden? v 8 
 
They hid completely from God – it wasn’t enough just to cover themselves up 
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Why did they hide? Do you think this was just physical nakedness? 
 
Read v 21. What does God do for Adam and eve? 
 
Where do you think He got the animal skins from? 
 
Adam and Eves fig leaves were not going to last long. They were poor coverings. An 
animal had to be sacrificed to clothe Adam and Eve in something longer lasting. But 
that covering wasn’t the end of the story – God knew even that covering wouldn’t be 
able to cover them for long – one day he would cover them in something that would 
last forever. 
 
In v 9 God calls to Adam asking “where are you?”. Do you think he really didn’t know 
where they were? 
 
Read Jeremiah 17 v 9-10. 
What do these verses teach us about; 

• The heart of all human beings? 
• Our ability to hide things (or fake it) before God? 
• How would your friends at school or college respond if you told them God knows 

every secret thought in their mind and every secret intention of their heart? 
• Can you relate to what they might say? How does it make you feel that God 

searches your heart and mind? 
 
Read Hebrews 4 v 13. 
God doesn’t just see and know everything in our hearts but we are also accountable to 
him. 
 
What does it mean to be accountable to God? 
 
One day every human being will have to explain to God why we did and thought the 
things we did on earth and he will judge us accordingly…. 
 
If God sees every secret thing in our heart do you think he sees some people better 
than others? 
 
Read Romans 3 v 23. 
If God sees every secret part of every human being and every human being has fallen 
short of the standard he has set for us what hope is there?? 
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Read the famous John 3 v 16. 
What does this say about God’s heart towards us even though he sees all the rotten 
very worst parts of our heart even if we are brilliant at hiding it? He still loves us… 
What was his solution to the problem of sin in our hearts? He sent his son to live a 
perfect life, die on the cross and rise again! 
 
When Christ died for us, He opened a door for us to be saved and come into the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
How do you think your friends would respond if you told them this same God who sees 
all their secret thoughts and intentions also loves them, died for them and has made a 
way for them to have their sins forgiven and to get close to God? 
 
How does it make you feel? Do you still want to hide? Is there any point in hiding? 
When we are saved something wonderful happens. Read Isaiah 61 v 10. 
What are we clothed in? What are we covered in? 
What does it mean to be clothed in the righteousness of Christ? 
 
When Jesus died on the cross in our place he took all our sin on himself. But not just 
that, he clothed us in his righteousness. 
In the Garden of Eden when Adam sinned he realized he was naked so he covered 
himself up from eve and Hid from God. When Christ died for us he covered our 
shameful nakedness by clothing us in his perfect righteousness. 
 
Instead of hiding from God what can we now do? Read Hebrews 4 v 16 its quite a 
contrast! 
 
How does it change the way we interact with other people when we stop covering 
ourselves with fig leaves and recognize we are clothed in the righteousness of Christ? 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING 
Authentic Christ 

 
 
Meet Anna Delvey, a German heiress with a multi million dollar trust fund which paid for 
a life of glamorous ease. For years, she lived in boutique hotels, wore designer clothes 
and hung out and partied with the elite of New York society. 
 

 
 
However, the truth of the matter, was that her actual name was Anna Sorokin, a Russian 
immigrant who walked out on bills, connived her way into luxury, and persuaded a bank 
employee to give her $100,000 she never intended to pay back. Now in prison, 
convicted of grand larceny, she faces a term of 12 years, and a lifetime’s reputation as 
one the most shocking con artists of the 21st century.  
 
Those who met Anna Delvey didn’t meet the real person! They met someone 
completely different.  
 
Do you think you, or people you know do this, just to a lesser extent? Is the person you 
portray, or see others portray, on social media really authentic? 
 
Make a list of some of the things that people generally don’t want others to see? 
 
Read through your list and see if those things are present in gospel stories of the life of 
Christ. 
 
From your list, do you think the life of Christ has been glamorised at all, or does this 
seem like an authentic record?  
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If the story is authentic, then what about the Man! Turn to Matt 16 v 13-20 
 
Jesus first asks them who people say that He is. So let’s imagine right now that Christ is 
sat with you all and He turns to you and says the same thing. “Who do people say that I 
am?” 
 
Look at the options that the disciples gave. Jesus being the Son of God wasn’t one! 
 
So Jesus becomes more specific. But who do you say that I am? 
 
This is literally the single most important question that you will answer in your whole life. 
 
It is an unavoidable question (one day every person will have to answer it), so let’s go 
round the group and answer it as honestly as we can. Who do you say that Christ is? 
 
If your answer was that He is who He said He is, what has persuaded you that this is the 
case? 
 
Why do you think this question (who do you say that Christ is?) is important?  
 
What impact does it have on your life if you say He was just a nice man? 
 
What impact does it have on your life if Christ is exactly who He said He is? 
 
Some verses to consider here; 
John 3 v 3 – You must be born again 
John 14 v 6 – No one comes the Father except through Him 
Romans 12 v 1-3 – Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice which is your reasonable service 
 
Have a look at quotes below about Christ, and discuss whether or not you agree with 
them and why; 
 
“As a child I received instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud. I am a Jew, but I 
am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene....No one can read the Gospels 
without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No 
myth is filled with such life.” 
Albert Einstein, scientist 
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“Christianity will go. It will vanish and shrink. I needn’t argue with that; I’m right and I will 
be proved right. We’re more popular than Jesus now; I don’t know which will go first, 
rock and roll or Christianity.” 
John Lennon (from the Beatles) 
 
“I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man. Between Him and every 
other person in the world there is no possible term of comparison. Alexander, Caesar, 
Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what did we rest the creation of our 
genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His empire upon love; and at this hour 
millions of men would die for Him.” 
Napoleon, military and political leader 
 
“Jesus died too soon. If he had lived to my age he would have repudiated (renounced) 
his doctrine.”  
Friedrich Nietzsche 
 
“I am an historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as a historian that this 
penniless preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably the very center of history. Jesus Christ is 
easily the most dominant figure in all history.” 
H.G. Wells, author 
 
“It is evidence of His importance, of the effect that He has had upon history and 
presumably, of the baffling mystery of His being, that no other life ever lived on this 
planet has evoked so huge a volume of literature among so many people and 
languages, and that, far from ebbing, the flood continues to mount. 
As the centuries pass by, the evidence is accumulating that measured by its effect on 
history, Jesus is the most influential life ever lived on this planet. The influence appears 
to be mounting. No other life lived on this planet has so widely and deeply affected 
mankind.” 
Kenneth Scott Latourette, former President of American Historic Society 
 
“Jesus is Santa Claus for adults”  
Christopher Hitchen 
 
“Despite our efforts to keep him out, God intrudes. The life of Jesus is bracketed by 
two impossibilities: ‘a virgin’s womb and an empty tomb’. Jesus entered our world 
through a door marked, ‘No Entrance’ and left through a door marked ‘No Exit.’”  
Peter Larson 
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THURSDAY MORNING 
Authentic Holy Spirit 

 

 

Question: How can we make sure we have the real deal in our Christian life?  

Read on and find out! 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 
Before Jesus’ death, He promised that he and the Father would send his disciples 
‘another helper’ (John 14 v 16 & 26, 15 v 26, 16 v 7). 
 
The Greek word for helper is ‘Parakletos’ means lawyer or assistant in a legal question. 
What does a Lawyer do? 
 
‘Helper’ also means a person who provides encouragement, counsel, and strength. 
Jesus sent another helper, one like himself, who will carry on the teaching and 
testimony that he began (John 16 v 7-15).  
 
The Holy Spirit is coequal with the Father and the Son. They are known as the Trinity.  
Explain the Trinity to your friend who doesn’t understand their relationship. 
Can you think of a reference in the beginning of the bible, where God, Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit are mentioned?  

Local London News: A fake gem expert swapped diamonds worth £4.2 
million for garden pebbles using "sleight of hand" in a theft from a luxury 
jewellers, a court has heard. 

The daring London heist allegedly saw Lulu Lakatos, 60, pose as a gemmologist. She 
was sent to value the precious stones on behalf of a group posing as wealthy Russian 
buyers. Mayfair jewellers Boodles boss Nicholas Wainwright had agreed the sale of 
seven expensive diamonds following a lunch meeting at Monaco's Hotel Metropole. 

Lakatos went to the family firm's New Bond Street showroom to verify the gems, which 
were to be placed in a locked bag and held in the jewellers' vault until funds were 
transferred. But when the bag was opened after Boodles' own diamond expert became 
suspicious, inside were seven small pebbles. 

"The diamonds had been stolen by the defendant by sleight of hand," said prosecutor 
Philip Stott. 
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What is the Holy Spirit able to do? Read the following passages and find out the 
missing words. (ESV Bible translation) 
 
 
 
Acts 1 v 16   _ _ _ _ _ 
John 14 v 26  _ _ _ _ _ 
John 15 v 26  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
1 Cor 2 v 10  _ _ _ _ _ _ 
1 Cor 12 v 11  _ _ _ _ 
Romans 8 v 26-27 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do we know we have received the Authentic Holy Spirit? 
 
Character study: Peter 
 
Early life highlights: 
• He rebukes Jesus (Matt 16 v 21-23) 
• Tried walking on water, but sank 

(Matthew 14 v 22-33) 
• Denies Jesus (Matthew 26 v 69-75) 
• Didn’t recognise Jesus (John 21 v 6) 

 
 
Later life highlights: 
• Wrote two books of the bible, (1 Peter, 2 Peter) 
• Preaches and 3,000 are saved (Acts 2 v 40) 
• Heals a beggar (Acts 3 v 1-3) 
• Imprisoned for his faith in Christ (Acts 12 v 4-5) 

Peter was transformed from a powerless, prayerless, doubting and faltering witness of 
Christ into a bold and effective servant in His kingdom. What had changed?  
 
Can you think of any other changes in Peter when he received the Authentic Holy Spirit?  
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What changes might we see in ourselves, as believers, receiving the Holy Spirit? 
 
Read Acts 2 v 1-13. What did Peter and the disciples do to receive the Holy Spirit? 
Read Acts 2 v 38; Matthew 7 v 7-11, Luke 11 v 13. What must we do to receive the Holy 
Spirit? The Holy Spirit is a gift from God for believers. If we ask God for this gift, He tells 
us in His word that He will give it. 
 
Read Acts 4 v 31.  
Why does Peter get filled with the Spirit again if he already received the spirit at 
Pentecost? 
 
In Acts 4 v 31, it says that the Christians had gathered for prayer, “And when they had 
prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.”  
 
We are encouraged to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit! (Ephesians 5 v 18). We 
can ask God for a re-filling of His Spirit. How often can we do this? 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FACT: One of the effects of this extraordinary, precious, powerful, unusual experience 
of being filled with the Holy Spirit is that we are more ready and free and bold in our 
witness to Christ. Also, according to Ephesians 5, we are more ready, more free, more 
eager to overflow with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs and giving thanks to God!  

 

Norah is 13. She came along to church youth group 
with her friend, Michelle. Over several months, Norah 
got told about Jesus and was excited to hear about the 
gospel for herself. She went to church with Michelle to 
learn more.  
 
After making a commitment to follow Christ and accept 
Him as her saviour, she spent the next few months 
wondering if she was changed. The Church Pastor had 
spoken about the Holy Spirit and shared how His 
enabling power helps us with our Christian walk. Norah 
wasn’t sure if she had received the Holy Spirit yet?  
 
Can you give her some advice? 
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FRIDAY MORNING 
Authentic Faith 

 
So, how important actually is faith? 🤷  
 
Hebrews 11 v 6 – “And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants 
to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely 
seek him.” (NLT) 
 
Oh, so pretty important then?  

 
 
At no point in the bible does God ask us to have perfect faith, or even lots of faith. From 
the things Jesus said to his disciples & to those he healed it would seem that all he asks 
for is authentic faith. Let’s first have a think about what we think authentic faith is and 
then take a look at what Jesus considered authentic faith, based on the things he said.  
 
What do you think makes faith authentic? Have you ever thought someone’s faith was 
less than authentic? What made you think this?  
 
Here are some people Jesus considered to have authentic faith:- 
 

1) The centurion with great faith:-  
Read Matthew 8 v 5 - 13  
Why was Jesus impressed by his faith?  

 
 
 



YOUTH TENT 2021 
#Authenticity 

 Page 13 

2) The woman who bled:-  
Read Matthew 9 v 20 - 22  
What did this woman do to make Jesus say she had faith?  

 
3) The woman with the demon possessed daughter:-  

Read Matthew 15 v 22 - 28  
Why did Jesus say this woman’s faith was ‘great’? And why was Jesus seemingly 
so rude to her?  

 
So, after reading these verses, what do you think Jesus considers to be authentic faith?  
 
Talk about how faith is not just a set of beliefs, it is a person. It is believing that Jesus is 
the son of God, and when we believe that, then anything is possible.  
 
When we believe Jesus is the son of God then... 

 
 
Read 1 Peter 1 v 6 - 8  
 
Faith does get tested, by the trials of this life. Why is this necessary?  
 
So, how do we ‘demonstrate authentic faith’? Is it as easy as just saying ‘I believe Jesus 
is the son of God?’  
 
In this case it was!! 
 
Read Luke 23 v 42 & 43 (leaders to explain context)  
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Wow!😮 It was that easy! But in this case the man was literally about to die. 💀 How do 
we live a life of faith on this earth every day? With God’s help of course! He never 
meant for us to do this alone!  
 

 
 
1 Corinthians 12 v 3  
John 14 v 25 & 26  
 
If you have time, please share testimonies of times you have seen authentic faith in 
action, either in your lives or others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 




